
STATEMENT OF BENNETT BARLYN 
 
 
 
The State of New Jersey has paid $1.5 million to former Assistant Hunterdon 
County Prosecutor and whistleblower, Bennett Barlyn, to settle his claims that he 
was fired in retaliation for objecting to the improper and corrupt dismissal of a 43-
count indictment against the former Hunterdon County Sheriff who had ties to the 
Christie administration. 
 
An ongoing, unrelated criminal trial against former staffers of New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie on charges that they created gridlock on the George 
Washington Bridge to retaliate against a mayor who refused to endorse the 
Governor serves as a fitting backdrop to Barlyn's settlement.   
 
The New Jersey Attorney General's pre-emptive dismissal of a valid indictment 
against former Hunterdon County Sheriff Deborah Trout and two subordinates in 
2010 was perhaps the first, but clearly not the last, instance of the Christie 
administration's deliberate misuse of its political and legal authority intended to 
undermine the public interest.  
 
In sharp contrast to Christie's political operatives at the center of the "Bridgegate" 
trial, Barlyn, along with the prosecutors and detectives who secured the 
indictment in Hunterdon, were apolitical career law enforcement personnel with 
unblemished and long records of public service.  They did not serve a 
"constituency of one," but instead acted on behalf of all New Jersey citizens in 
accordance with their oaths to do justice. 
 
The settlement in Barlyn's lawsuit,  Barlyn v. Dow, forbids the disclosure of 
confidential information acquired in the case.  "In this sense, the conclusion of 
the civil case represents a private vindication, but it is not a public accounting," 
said Barlyn, adding that he will scrupulously honor those terms.   
 
Nonetheless, the case raises serious questions about the lack of independence 
of New Jersey's highest law enforcement agency and other officials.  "Numerous 
good faith efforts by me and others directly familiar with the events in Hunterdon 
to elicit the interest of the New Jersey Legislature and other authorities regarding 
the 2010 takeover of the Hunterdon County Prosecutor’s Office went unheeded 
to the detriment of public accountability and transparency," Barlyn said. 
 
Barlyn is grateful to friends and family who were his pillar during his difficult six-
year-long battle, his lawyer, Robert Lytle of Szaferman Lakin, and the many 
journalists who doggedly covered the story. Barlyn's faith in justice was also 
sustained by the impartiality of the two Mercer County Superior Court judges who 
presided over his case.  
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